97-84007-4 

Browne,  John  W. 

Sunday  law  neither 
Christian  nor  American 

Boston 
1849 


COLUMBIA  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARIES 
PRESERVATION  DIVISION 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC  MICROFORM  TARGET 


MASTER  NEGATIVE  # 


ORIGINAL  MATERIAL  AS  FILIIEO  -  EXISTING  BIBLIOGRAPHIC  RECORD 


808 

Z 

Box  6 


Browne »  John  W 

Sunday  law  neither  Chriatlan  nor  American, 
published  by  the  committee  of  the  Anti-Sabbath 
convention.     Boston,  Wallout,  1849. 

24  p.    19  cm. 


RESTRICTIONS  ON  USE:      Repmduaiomnmif not Im omit nWHoutfumifeston tiom Columbia  Unh«rsih, utr. 


FILM  SIZE: 


TECHNICAL  MICROFORM  DATA 


REDUCTION  RATIO:   ^  »  \ 


IMAGE  PLACEMENT:  lA  IB 


IIB 


DATE  FILMED:  \- 


INITIALS: 


TRACKING  f  : 


FILMED  BY  PRESERVATION  RESOURCES,  BETHLEHEM,  PA 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC  IRREGULARITIES 


AAAIN  ENTRY:  J0.h^^^ 


SMndayJaw  nm^^^^^ 


Bibliographic  Irregularities  in  the  Original  Document: 

List  all  volumes  and  pages  affected;  include  name  of  institution  if  filming  borrowed  text 
 Page(s)  missing/not  available:  


yolume(s)  missing/nat  available: 


Illegible  and/or  damaged  page(s) 


.Page(s)  or  volume(s)  misnumbered: 
Bound  out  of  sequence:  


.Page(s)  or  volume(s)  filmed  from  copy  borrowed  from 


X            pagination  begins  with  page  [3] 
Other:   


X                           Erratum,  to  paae  1 2 
Inserted  material:   


TRACKING#:  MSH20054 


SUNDAY  LAW 

308- 

■    ■    ^  Z 

CHRISTIAN  NOR  AMERICAN. 


niTBEm 


BY  JOHN  W.  BEOWN3J. 


PUBIilSHBO  BT  XHB  COMHITTJSB  OF  TKE  ANTI-ftABBATK  CaNVJSKXXOir. 


BOSTON: 

FOB  SALE  BY  R.  F.  WALLOUT,  81  GORNHILL,  AND 
BEDDING  &  CO.,  8  STATE  STREET.  . 

1849. 


7  •■ 


f 

-  -■  Ji' . 


It'.- 


II 


7  * 


SUNDAY  LAW 


NEITHER 


CHKISTIAN  NOR  AMERICAN. 


BY  JOHN  W.  BROWNE. 


pmnJSXBO  BY  THB  COlOCCtTBS  OP  SSB  AHVI^ftABBiLTH  00ir?BNTI0K. 


BOSTON: 

FOB  SALE  BY  B.  F.  WALCUTT,  2i  CORKHILL,  AND 
BIDING  &  CO^  «  STATE  STBEETk 


I 

.  TBRBnnroir  and  son,  printers, 

21  COKXHIXL,  BOSTON, 


SUNDAY  LAW 

KBITKBfi 

GHBISTIAN  NOB  AMERICAN. 


SUNDAY  IN  THE  LAW. 

SuNiUY  £u:st  appears  to  take  its  place  in  municipal  law^ 
as  a  day  of  commanded  rest,  in  an  edict  of  the  Emperor 
Constantine»  A.  P.  321.  This,  translated,  stands  as  fol- 
lows :  — 

"Let  all  the  judges,  and  the  people  of  the  towns,  and  all  the 
trades,  rest  on  the  venerable  day  of  the  Sun ;  nevertheless,  let  those 
wh»  Uve  iA  country  woA  m  %ffmdt&n$  at  thdr  choie^v  aq4 
without  restraint,  as  it  may  happen  that  com  cannot  be  planted  or 

vines  set  so  well  on  another  day,  lest  in  its  time  the  bounty  given 
by  the  providence  of  God  may  perish." 

This  is  the  ori^oal  of  Sunday,  m  mimieipal  law. 

The  edict  will  be  found  in  Justinian's  Code,  a  part  of  that 
Civil  Law,  whose  fundamental  maxim  and  habit  is.this^ 
"the  will  of  the  prince  has  the  force  of  law;"  and  which 
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claims  for  law  "  the  authority  to  dispose  of  both  divine  «nd 
human  matters.'^  It  will  be  found  in  that  code,  whose 
opening  title  is  this :  — "Ckmceming  one  Deity  and  Trinity, 
concerning  the  name  of  those  who  embrace  the  true  faith, 
and  concerning  tiie  punishment  of  heretics."  Those  who 
know  what  power  will  do  with  conscience,  may  guess  the 
details  of  the  title. 

The  law  of  England  ranks  the  doing  of  any  secular  work 
or  business,  or  caigaging  in  any  sport,  on  Sunday,  as  a 
"  profanation  of  the  Lord"'s  day,"  and  an  "  offence  agamst 
God  and  reUgiMu''  The  statute  of  Charles  I.  upon  ^ 
matter  opens  thus :  — "  Forasmuch  as  there  is  nothing  more 
acceptable  to  God  than  the  true  and  sincere  service  and  wor- 
ship of  hhoB  according  to  his  holy  will,  and  that  the  keeping  of 
the  Lord's  day  is  a  principal  part  of  th^  true  service  of 
God^  dec.  Such  does  Sunday  law  account  true  God  service. 

In  the  laws  of  every  State  of  our  Union,  (Louisiana,  and 
perhaps  also  Texas,  excepted,)  there  are  enactments  for  the 
dbservance  of  Sunday  as  a  special  season  of  religious  wor- 
lE^,  and  poialties  annexed  to  any  manner  of  labor,  busi- 
ness, or  travel,  on  that  day,  except  from  what  is  called 
necessity  or  charity.  The  boundaries  of  the  day,  when 
defined  in  these  statutes,  are  various;  some  extendmg  it 
from  nndnight  of  Saturday  to  midnight  of  Sunday ;  some 
irom  midnight  of  Saturday  to  sunset  of  Sunday ;  and  some 
going  back  beyond  the  boundaries  of  Sunday,  and  prohibit- 
ing attendance  on  dances,  or  plays,  or  public  divernons, 
except  concerts  of  sacred  music,  after  sunset  of  Saturday 
evemng ;  tkus  invading  the  borders  of  the  six  secuhuc  daya  • 
of  the  week,  to  insure  a  favorable  introduction  for  Sunday, 
when  its  pcant  of  time  shall  arrive. 

These  statutes  of  the  several  States  call  the  day  vari- 
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ously— "Sunday,"  "the  Christian  Sabbath,"  "the  Loid'a 
Day." 

In  some  oS  the  States,  the  law  for  the  oheervance  of 

Sunday  is  contained  in  a  distinct  chapter,  upon  that  special 
subject  alone.  In  most  of  them,  however,  the  enactment 
concerning  Sunday  includes  also  other  subjects  in  it ;  and 
when  this  is  the  case,  these  other  sul;gects  are  invariably 
after  the  likeness  of  the  following,  taken  from  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  State  of  Maine,  as  a  specimen  of  the  rest. 
The  title  of  the  chapter  is  as  follows :  — 

"  Of  offences  against  chastity^  morality,  and  decency." 

The  chaptM  Ins  thirty-nine  secti<»is,  and  hero  are  s^ect* 
ed  subjects :  — 

Sec.  1.  Adultery.   3.  Incest.  4.  Crime  against  natmn. 

5.  Polygamy.  10.  Fornication.  13.  Procuring  abortion. 
15.  Keeping  house  of  ill-fame.  17.  Enticing  femates  to 
houses  of  ill-fame.  19.  Obscene  books  and  pictures.  21. 
Blaspheming.  22.  Profiiiaity.  26.  Business,  travelling,  and 
recreation  on  the  Lord's  day  prohibited.  29.  Public  amuse- 
ments prohibited  on  the  evenings  of  Saturday  and  Simday. 
36.  Drunkenness.   36.  Gaming,  dec. 

Into  this  category  of  crime,  the  laws  of  some  of  these 
States  put  the  neoobservanee  of  a  SioMlay  acoosding  to 
the  State  creed.  So  does  a  free  government  arrange  non- 
CQi^cHmity  to  the  tenet  of  a  majority,  written  oot  into  tfa» 
form  of  a  law. 

Our  State  i^utes  are  thus  a  contmuation  of  ahsoliftbe 
governmental  authority  for  Sunday  observance.    They  are  • 

the  following  oat  of  an  old  Jbtistoxy,  old  and  evil.  They  ref^v 
us  back  for  origin,  through  the  oppressive  legislation  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  edicts  and  practice  of  the  arbitraxy  govern- 
ments of  Christendom,  vsx  the  matter  of  religi(Hi,  to  the 
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original  edict  of  Constantine,  establishing'  a  legal  Sunday, 
by  arbitrary  power,  over  the  heads  of  a  people,  not  more 
than  one-twentieth  of  whom  were  then  believers  in  Chris- 
tianity. 


SUNDAY  yam  the  apostles. 

Prior  to.  the  edict  of  Constantine,  whatever  observance  of 
Sunday  had  existed  was  a  vohmtasy  reh^^on.  Prior  to 
that  edict,  it  was  a  day  observed  in  the  private  or  associated 
haUts  of  Chiistianft — the  history  in  the  Church  being,  that 
Christ  rose  feom  the  tomb  on  the  first  day  of  the  Jewish 
weekf-and  the  observance  being  a  grateful  commemoration 
of  religious  faith,  freely  given,  a»  the  faith  wm  freely 
iecei;ved. 

The  significance  of  Sunday  oomes  from  the  Jewish  law, 

and  the  calendar  of  the  Jewish  nation.  The  Jews  divided 
the  days  of  the  yeajr  into  periods  of  sevens^  and,  enjoined  l^ 
their  lawgiver,  they  observed  every  seventh  recurring  day  as 
holy.  To  a  Jewish  eoaveFt  to  Chsistiamty,  then,  the  first  day 
of  his  week,  as  it  returned,  would  be  commemorative  of  the 
imnectioii  of  Jesus.  Not  so  to  the  Greekand  Roman  con- 
vmts.  When  the  apostles  went  out  to.  convert  the  Greek 
and  .Ae  Soman,  the  Groek  was  accustomed  to  divide  his 
time  into  periods  of  ten  days,  instead  of  the  Jewish  weeks, 
and  th»  Soman  into  periods  of  eight  days,  every  ninth  day 
•  being  his  festal  market  day.  These  GentUesv  tawhom.  Peter 
and  Paul  preached  a  Christ  crucified  and  risen,  knew  noth- 
ings in  the  habit  of  their  daUy  life,  of  periods  of  seven-  days, 
to  make  the'  recurrence  of  the  first  day  of  the  Jewish  week 
signifiieanyt  tf»  them,  as  a  commemcHatioB.   They  did  not 
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reckon  their  time  so.  They  must  learn  that  from  Judaism. 
The  division  of  tenth  (Decades)  and  ninth  days  (Nuudinffi) 
was  the  established  order  of  their  respective  calendars. 
And  in  correspondence  with  this  fact,  when  the  synod  of 
the  apostles  was  held  at  Jerusalem,  as  reported  in  the  15th 
chapter  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  to  consider  the  points  of 
eonffict  between  the  Jewish  and  Gentile  construction  of 
Christianity,  the  apostles  resolved  the  matter  in  favor  of  the 
Gentiles,  and  s^t  their  decree  by  the  hands  <^  a  eoBUotus- 
sion,  composed  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  their  associates, 
MOt  naming  a  seventh,  or  a  first  day  of  the  we^  in  the 
decree.  "  The  apostles,  and  elders,  and  brethren,  greeting 
unto  tibe  brethren  which  axe  of  the  Gentiles,  in  Antioch, 
Syria,  and  Cilicia:  —  Forasmuch  as  we  have  heard  that 
certain  wUi^  went  out  fiom  us  have  trouUed  you  with  words, 
subverting  your  souls,  saying,  he  etrcumcised,  and  t«q»  the 
lawi  to  whom  we  gave  no  such  commandment;  it  seemed 
good  unto  us,  being  assembled  with  one  accord,  to  send 
chosen  men  unto  you,  with  our  beloved  Barnabas  and  Paul, 
waem  wh»  Iteve  hazarded  their  lives  for  the  name  of  oar 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  have  sent,  therefore,  Judas  and 
Silas,  who  shall  tell  the  same  thmgs  by  mouth.  For  it 
seemed  good  to-  the  Holy  Ghoxt^  and  to  us^  to  lay  upon  you 
no  greater  hurden  l^um  theee  necessary  things;  that  ye 
abstain  from  meats  offered  to  idols,  and  from  hlood,  and 
from  things  strangled^  and  from  formeoHon :  from  which, 
if  ye  keep  yourselves,  ye  shall  do  well.  Fare  ye  well." 
Where  here  is  Sabbath,  or  Sunday  ?  first  day,  or  seventh 
day?   They  are  net  found. 

Hear  this  voice  of  the  first  authentic  Council  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  in  history,  the  Council  of  councils,  speaking 
down  to  us  ton  apostolic  seats,  promulgating  the  organic 
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law  to  all  successors,  in  the  hearing  of  which,  Nice  and 
Laodicea  are  to  be  sileaU  and  hold  their  hands  upon  their 
mouths!  See  here  the  edict  of  edicts,  the  decretal  of 
decretals,  the  statute  of  statutes,  in  the  eye  of  which,  Con- 
stantine,  and  Leo,  and  Gregory,  and  Parlmm^ts,  tmd  fie- 
publican  Legislatures,  have  been  building  up  the  wood,  hay, 
stubble  of  wilful  enactoents,  cm  a  foujidation  which  is  not 
Christ,  for  fifteen  hundred  years  of  an  era  which  they  have 
misoaUed  by  his  name  1  This  is  the  apostolic  canon,  from 
which  we  are  to  learn  the  Christian  law  to  the  Gentiles, 
coHaceming  Sabbath  observance.  The  canon  law  of  the 
the  apostles  to  the  Grentiles  knows  nothing  of  first  day  or 
seventh  day,  Sabbath  or  Sunday.    And  how  could  it  ? 

Greek  and  Roman  must  first  learn  Judaism,  and  bis  nation 
change  its  mode  of  compating  time  in  its  calendar,  before 
the  first  or  the  seventh  day  of  the  Jewish  week  could  be  eag> 
nificant  to  him.  This  change  afterwards  did  take  place ; 
and  the  week  of  seven  ^ys  came  into  use ;  adopted,  bow- 
ever,  as  the  historian  Dion  Cassius  states,  from  the  Egyp- 
tians. But,  iiom  whomsoever  adopted,  the  apostles  had  all 
gone  to  their  rest,  and  several  generations  of  theur  succes- 
sors had  fallen  asleep  in  Jesus,  before  the  great  empire  of 
the  Cesffirs  knew  the  first  day  of  the  vireek  of  seven  days,  m 
public  computation.  What  was  heard  of  it,  came  to  indi- 
viduals, through  the  channels  of  the  Egyptians,  or  the  Jews, 
and  the  Jewish  Christians,  and  was  not  of  common  knowl- 
edge. The  primitive  apostles  were  all  Jews.  The  first 
day  of  the  week  was  to  them  significant.  Yet  they  propa- 
gated it,  if  they  propagated  it  at  all,  as  a  voluntary  observ- 
ance, and  not  as  a  necessary  and  commanded  one.  It  was 
no  part  of  the  Christianity  of  the  apostles. 

It  is  a  historical  fact,  that  societies  of  early  Christians 
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were  in  the  habit  of  assembling  for  worship  on  that  day. 
How  near  this  came  to  a  general  custom,  it  will  not  be 
easy,  perhaps  not  possible,  to  determine.  It  seems,  however, 
a  necessary  deduction  from  the  above  iacts,  that  if  the  evi- 
dence should  be  impartially  looked  after,  it  must  be  found 
that  the  custom  was  not  general.  And  if  at  last  it  became 
geikeral,  it  was  an  interiopation  of  Judaism  upon  Christianity, 
seconded  by  the  Gentile  fondness  and  habit  of  festal  days. 
When,  at  length,  Christianity  left  its  Author  alone  upon  the 
exceeding  high  mountam,  and  followed  the  Devil  down  to 
take  his  bribe  of  the  throne  of  the  kingdoms  of  the  world, 
in  the  person  of  Constantine,  then  imperial  power  annulled 
the  canon  of  the  apostles,  and  ei^bUidied  the  observance  of 
"the  venerable  day  of  the  Sun,**  into  a  part  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus,  for  all  these  succeeding  centuries. 

The  convenrion  of  Ccmstantine  is  commonly  called,  in  that 
wisdom  which  writes  for  us  the  history  of  government,  the 
triumph  of  Christianity;  iMit  indeed,  it  was  its  fall.  Chris- 
tianity might  have  had  the  throne  of  the  world  three  hundred 
years  before,  in  the  person  of  its  Author,  if  his  divine  spirit 
could  have  fulfilled  the  one  condition — "  All  these  will  I 
give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  woiship  me."  The 
answer  saved  the  Savior  of  the  world,  and  brought  kindred 
angels  to  minister  to  him — «  Get  thee  behind  u]^,  Satan  1" 
Christianity  can  always  have  the  aid  of  the  power-demon  in 
human  government,  if  it  will  Ml  down  and  ask  his  aid,  wor- 
shipping ;  but  then  the  angels  are  gone ;  then  Love  flies,  and 
Force  comes  into  his  place ;  then  Christianity  loses  its  Christ ; 
and  what  is  left  of  the  word  to  us  then,  sounds  hdlow  and 
empty,  like  inanity.  Such  is  governmieMt  Christianity ;  such 
is  law  Christianity.  Christianity  is  love,  not  power.  Cfaris- 
tiani^  works,  by  love,  not  hy  law.    Christianity  makes  its 
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call  upon  the  free  will  of  the  soul,  and  leaves  that,  reverent- 
ly, where  the  Father  leaves  it,  tUl  it  comes  and  throws  itself, 
like  a  child,  at  its  Father's  feet,  never  again  to  doubt,  never 
again  to  wander.  Christianity  knows  nothing  of  days,  noth- 
ing of  forceful  compjulsions.  When  ceremoiiitti  come, 
when  force  comes,  Christ  goes  away.  Where  there  is  a 
government  religioo,  there  m  not  Jesus. 

SUNDAY  LAW  AN  ESTABLISHMENT  OE  REUGION. 

Our  legal  Sunday,  in  its  distinction  from  the  other  days  of 
the  week,  plaees  itself  up<Hi  a  religious  foundation,  calling 
itself  "  the  Christian  Sabbath,"  "  the  Lord's  day,"  and  claims 
ing  the  dues  of  the  kw,  on  the  ground  of  reverence.  Its 
essence  is  in  belief  in  the  mind  of  the  peculiar  holiness  of 
those  twenty-four  hours. 

The  Jew,  in  the  Scripture  of  Moses,  was  commanded  to 
observe  the  seventh  day  by  rest  from  labor ;  and  this  was 
incorporated  into  both  his  religion  and  his  law.  The  law  of 
God  and  the  municipal  law  were  one  with  the  Jew.  His 
holy  scriptnie  and  his  secular  statute  book  one. 

The  Christian  Commonwealths,  in  assuming  to  appoint 
the  first  day  of  the  week  to  be  observed  as  a  holy  day,  hold 
to  the  sanction  of  the  seventh  day  by  a  command  from  God 
in  the  Scripture  of  the  Jew,  and  then  transfer  that  sanction 
to  the  first,  on  tlie  basis  of  the  recognized  public  belief  that, 
QB  that  day,  Jesus  rose  firom  the  dead. 

Thus  Sunday  laws  take  for  granted  — 

IsU  The  divine  legation  of  Moses,,  and  the  belief  of  that. 

2d.  They  take  for  granted  the  rising  of  Jesus  from  the 
dead  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  the  belief  of  that. 
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3d.  And  they  take  for  granted,  moreover,  in  addition  to 
the  above,  the  fact  and  belief  that  the  kw  of  Moses,  in 
which  God  appointed  rest  on  the  seventh  day,  because  on 
that  day  he  rested  from  the  work  of  the  cieatkin,  is  abro- 
gated, as  to  the  observance  of  the  seventh  day,  but  is  still  in 
force  as  to  the  observance  of  one  day  in  seven ;  and  that 
God  has  elected  the  observance  of  the  first  day  of  the  week, 
instead  of  the  seventh,  now,  because  on  that  day  he  raised 
Jesus  from  the  dead. 

Either  of  these  beliefs  failing  in  the  mind  of  any  peracMi, 
the  legal  Sunday  is  without  foundation  in  the  reverence  or 
religion  of  that  person.  Either  of  these  beliefs  failing  in 
the  mind  of  aiqr  citizen,  if  the  State  enforce  its  law  of  Son- 
day  upon  that  fcitizen,  it  forces  an  act  of  outward  religious 
observance  upon  him,  against  belief  in  the  conscience ;  it 
establishes  and  enforces,  by  temporal  penalties,  a  system  of 
religion ;  and  so  &ur  as  outward  penalties  can  do  that,  a 
creed. 


BAD  LOGIC,  AND  BAD  CHRISTIANITY,  OF  SUNDAY 

LAW. 

From  the  above  statement,  it  will  be  obvious  how 
contradictory  are  the  first  principles  of  the  foundation 
of  the  Sunday  law  with  themselves.  Also,  it  will  be 
obvious  that  they  take  for  granted,  what  no  two  Chris- 
tians are  agreed  about,  and  things  which  the  best,  and 
wisest,  and  most  famed  Christians  have  denied.  It  is 
obvious  that  this  creed  of  Sunday  is  Wse  the  other  State 
creeds,  in  all  ages ;  the  hollow  nonsense  of  government 
religion,  enforced  by  the  tyranny  of  goveznment  power ; 
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nonsetise  and  tyranny,  which  fire  has  not  heen  able  to  bum 

iato  men  and  women,  though  it  has  burned  the  bodies  of  the 
elect  of  the  race  down  to  ashes,  and  left  tlwir  souls  naked 
in  eternity,  God's  element  of  freedom,  to  overshadow  all 
time  to  MMQde  with  holy  wings.  But  ni<»e  is  obvious,  name- 
ly, this :  that  you  may  dispute  this  principle  of  the  distinc- 
tioB  of  the  day,  in  the  law,  at  every  step.  You  may  not 
agree  that  the  law  of  Moses  is  divine -in  its  origin,  in  any 
sense  difier^t  from  the  instkutes  of  any  other  primitive  law- 
giver ;  you  may  believe  that  Jesus  abrogated,  or  denied,  or 
superseded  Moses,  by  fulfilling  the  Infinite  Spirit's  behests, 
which  Moees  only  began  to  lE^dow  forth  to  a  Imrd-bearted 
people,  by  giving  them  "  statutes  which  were  not  good ; " 
you  may  believe  that  Jesus  repudiated  the  Jewnh  Sabbath, 
as  an  enforced  religious  rest,  and  you  must  and  will  know, 
that  he  and  his  disciples  never  directed  any  to  take  its  place, 
as  a  part  of  Christianity  ;  you  may  believe  that  the  Lord 
would  now  reject  the  legal  Sunday,  baptized  his  day,  and 
would  denounce  the  law  of  the  same,  if  he  were  now  on 
^oth,  as  introducing  force  into  bis  kingd<Mn  of  free  will ; 
you  may  believe  that,  if  he  were  now  on  earth,  he  would  be 
cast  out  of  these  State  Houses  which  enact  Sunday  laws, 
and  these  Courts  which  enforce  them,  and  tfie  Churches 
which  uphold  them  with  logic  theologic,  and  walking  about, 
a  homeless  stranger  among  those  who  proudly  call  them- 
selves in  his  name,  would  seek  and  find  his  home  and  rest 
under  the  roof  o£  a  lK>ly  and  simple  man,  who  breaks  the 
law  every  Sunday,  by  working  in  his  field,  and  is  called,  by 
the  presumptuom  Chnrttaiui  abcwt  him,  infidel.  You  may 
believe  all  this,  in  the  freedom  and  bold  faithfulness  of  the 
religious  nature  ii^  which  your  soul  has  come^  by  educa- 
,ti«Mi  in  this  day,  on  this  continent ;  you  may  believe  all  time 


EKKATUM. 

The  reader  wiU  please  suppty^  the  following  line  at  the  bot- 
tom of  page  12:  — 

hdy,  and  Sunday  holy  as  another  day,  but  no  more  so  j  you 
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may  believe  that  there  is  no  true  work  which  is  not  worship, 
and  no  true  worship  which  is  disturbed  by  work ;  you  may 
believe  all  this,  but  you  are  to  act  upon  it  under  the  pressure 
of  penalty*  The  State  has  a  creed  about  the  matter  of  Sun- 
day. The  State  believes  that  Sunday  is  holier  than  its 
brether  days  of  the  week,—  (the  radiant  brotherhood,  bom 

out  of  God's  eternity,  into  time,  and  baptized  in  light,)  

and  will  have  you  signify  as  much.    The  State  believes  that 
we  stand  fast  no  longer  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath 
made  us  free,  liut  are  entangled  again  in  the  yoke  of  bond- 
age, for  the  Lord  hath  selected  a  celebration  day.  Beware, 
therefore  1   The  State  you  were  bom  into  holds  to  the  free- 
dom of  conscience,  as  a  theory,  and  has  educated  your  soul 
to  enlargement  in  the  rudiments  of  that  expanding  theory. 
Nevertheless,  beware !    In  one  thing  it  will  visit  your  con- 
science, and  be  its  keeper.   In  the  name  of  the  religion, 
whose  chief  apostle  to  the  nations  said  to  the  Colossians,  "  Let 
no  man,  therefore,  judge  you  in  meat,  or  in  drink,  or  in  respect 
•of  a  holy  day,  or  of  the  new  moon,  or  of  the  Sabbath  days,"  m 
that  name,  the  State  will  judge  you  in  respect  of  a  holy  day 
and  of  the  Sabbath  days  j  and  if,  on  the  day  which  the  State 
calls  the  Christian  Sabbath,  against  all  evidence  of  the  Chris- 
tian Scriptures,  your  conscience  leaves  you  free  to  work, 
and  you  do  work,  then  the  State  has  a  yoke  of  conformity 
for  your  conseieace,  in  the  penalty  of  a  shameful  statute. 

Thus  loose,  thus  contradictory,  are  the  logical  prindpies 
of  the  Sunday  law ;  dios  contrary  to  the  nature  of  the  reli- 
gion of  Jesus,  and  the  written  authority  of  his  apostles;  thus 
oppressive  upon  the  right  of  private  judgment,  in  the  matter 
of  an  outward  act,  which  has  its  sole  significance  in  belief. 
If  you  believe  according  to  the  law,  you  wiU  observe  what 
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tbe  law  requires,  without  the  law ;  and  if  you  do  not  believe 
according  to  the  law,  the  very  existence  of  the  law  may  be 
a  call  upon  you  to  testify  against  its  falsehood  and  usurpa- 
tion, by  denouncing  and  transgressing  it  The  Engli^ 
nature  we  inherit  always  had  something  of  defiance  in  it,  at 
its  best.  The  denial  of  the  right  of  the  Quaker  to  testify  in 
New  England,  made  the  duty  that  brought  the  Quaker  in 
flocks  to  New  England  to  testify.  The  Puritans  thought 
they  were  infested  by  the  wilfulness  of  Quakerism,  but  they 
were  infested  with  the  wiifuhiess  of  Puritanism,  and  Quaker* 
ism  came  as  a  cure  for  that.  Bigotry  makes  martyrs,  be- 
cause it  makes  a  necessi^  for  them.  The  force  which  error 
resorts  to,  wherewith  to  uphold  itself,  is  an  iUustration  of  the 
truth. 

SUNDAY  LAW  OPPOSED  TO  RELIGIOUS  LIBERTY. 

But  if  the  Sunday  observance  demanded  by  the  law  were 
the  plainest  part  of  Christian  ceremonial  ordination,  beyond 
a  doubt  or  dispute,  American  governments  h&Ye  no  right  to 
enforce  its  observance  by  law.  They  may  as  rightly  enact 
the  provisions  of  the  Sunday  law,  and  stop  work,  and  trade, 
and  diversion  for  Christmas ;  or  the  evenmg  of  the  Passover, 
when  the  last  supper  was  taken ;  or  every  recurring  Friday, 
in- memory  of  tl^  crucifixion.  The  foundation  of  the  law, 
the  selection  of  the  day,  the  express  declarations  of  the  laws, 
in  th^  hiskyrical  series,  all  show  them  to  be  a  ceremonial 
reli^on.  The  thought  of  a  public  morality,  or  convenience, 
is  secondary,  incidental,  accidental.  The  moving  cause  is  a 
ceremonial  religion  of  worship,  a  holy-day  creed ;  and  there 
is  no  reof^puzed  right  in  an  American  government  of  the 
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people  to  enforce  it.  The  American  idea  of  political  liberty 
is  this — "  Man  is  governed  too  much."  The  American  idea 
of  spiritual  liberty  is  —  Man  is  not  to  be  governed  at  all. 

The  old  world  would  not  leave  man  free  in  either ;  had 
never  left  him  free.  The  old  institutions  there  oppressed 
man,  in  the  Church,  in  the  State,  in  the  social  condition. 
The  old  constitutions  left  neither  body,  nor  mind,  nor  life, 
nor  conscience  free. 

The  informing  mind  of  the  movement  which  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  our  American  oi^nizations  of  government, 
utters  itself  thus : — -  Oppression  shall  be  no  longer,  in  fact, 
for  man  under  government,  as  it  is  not  in  the  truth  of  the 
theory  of  the  rights  of  his  being.  He  shall  be  his  own  man, 
under  the  God  of  his  own  belief,  the  state  of  his  own  elec- 
tion, the  social  condition  of  his  free  endeavors.  Especially 
shall  man,  here,  not  wilfully  constrain  man  in  the  matter  oi 
religion,  under  these  governments  made  for  freedom,  made 
for  all,  made  for  man.  The  people  shall  not  be  Pope,  nor 
Church,  nor  King,  over  the  conscience  j  but  herein  man 
shall  be  free  as  the  great  God,  his  Father,  made  and  leaves 
him,  under  the  admonitions  of  his  providence.  The  power 
of  the  majority  shall  be  just,  shall  be  generous.  Matter  of 
religion  shall  not  be  matter  of  majority  law.  This  bloody 
theme  of  legislation,  making  martyrs  always  of  the  best  na- 
tures in  the  State,  this  whole  provmee  of  religion,  shall  be 
stricken  out  of  the  legislative  sphere.  Religion  shall  not  be 
in  the  list  of  subjects  for  the  ordinations  of  government 
Government  shall  for  ever  abdicate  the  power  to  make  a  law 
about  it,  and  decbire  itself  fundamentally  ^incapacitated  to 
deal  with  what  concerns  conscience.  This  voluntary  abdi- 
cation and  renunciation  shall  be  embodied  in  the  organic 
constitutions  of  government  here,  shall  be  written  on  the 
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abiding  tablet  of  the  social  compact,  for  perpetual  obserr- 
ance.  The  State  here  shall  never  constrain  the  liberty  of 
the  sons  of  God,  touching  their  relation  to  their  Father. 
The  State  is  not  holy  enough  to  touch  religion.  **  Hands 
off,"  unholy  hands.  The  State  is  a  body  politic,  not  a  body 
leligioas.  Its  titles  are  titles  of  honor,  not  o(  reverence.  It 
exists  to  enforce  the  outward  duties  of  morality  among  men, 
and  the  necessary  support  and  defence  of  its  own  organiaa- 
tbn.  That  is  its  sphere.  It  shall  be  kept  within  that  here, 
and  not  trespass.  Let  the  past  and  the  old  world  suffice  for 
bigotry  and  ecclesiastical  tyranny.  They  shall  have  no  time, 
nor  ground,  hare.  £eli|^  shall  not  be  a  thing  of  the  cog- 
nijEance  of  political  society.  There  shall  no  longer  exist  in 
law  such  an  oSence  as  non-confomuty.  The  iniraid  liberty 
of  a  man  is  above  the  State,  more  reverend  than  the  State. 
Government  is  a  nuisance,  if  it  intermeddle  with  that.  Got* 
emment  here  shall  take  that  for  granted,  as  beyond  its 
sphere,  before  it  shall  begin  to  be. 

This  is  the  spirit  of  our  governments;  the  elemental 
force  by  which  they  rose  out  of  chaos  into  organic  forms. 
What  the  old  governments  did  to  man  was  not  right ;  what 
they  did  shall  not  be  repeated  here.  This  was  the  Amerip 
can  purpose.  Why  ?  Why  ?  Because  a  religion  of  con- 
science must,  necessarily,  in  its  nature,  be  indifferent  to 
power,  and  supreme,  as  the  life  of  the  spirit,  to  every  indi- 
vidual person.  Because  power  in  the  State  will  enforce  its 
own  thouf^t  upon  the  subject,  for  God's  truth,  demanding 
not  religion,  but  conformity  ;  for  the  State  has  no  individual 
human  smil,  retigpious,  worshipful,  stru^^g  up  to  God, 
through  doubts,  by  prayer,  in  peril  for  personal  salvation. 
Because  an  establishment  of  a  spiritual  reUgion  of  love  is 
imposfflble  by  a  government  of  force^  and  must  be  the  vol- 
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untary  dedication  of  private  hearts.   Government  is  not 

anointed  to  that  end.  It  is  not  installed  in  that  sphere  of 
love  and  light  It  has  no  prophet's  mantle.  The  prophets 
come  to  rebuke  the  State,  and  the  State  kills  them.  The 
State  is  power,  protecting  the  outward  life,  and  liberty,  and 
interests  of  the  citizen,  by  the  emblematic  sword.  "  Ense 
petit  placidam  sub  libertate  quietem  " — By  the  sword,  under 
liberty,  the  State  secures  placid  quiet :  and  this  is  the  placid 
quiet  of  the  outward,  and  never  of  the  inward  hfe.  Let  the 
State  stand  by  its  office  here.  Let  the  State  fight  battles, 
and  punish  crimes.  The  State  is  the  man  of  blood.  But 
the  man  of  blood  is  not  to  build  the  Christian  temple  here, 
and  prescribe  its  worship.  The  iron  of  the  State  shall  not 
enter  the  soul. 

Is  this  great  truth  attained,  in  our  organizations  of  gov- 
ernment, as  it  was  present  in  the  idea?  Ifey.  Yet,  nev- 
ertheless, it  stands  in  idea ;  it  has  educated  our  souls  into 
religious  liberty ;  and  we  are  not  to  have  our  rest  until  it 
stands  completed  in  all  the  laws  of  our  organized  societies. 

What,  then,  mean  these  Sunday  laws,  estabUshing  the 
religion  ci  a  holy  day,  and  punishing  those  who  have  no 
faith  to  regard  it  ?  What  mean  they,  on  this  soil,  m  this 
cUmate  of  ideas?  How  shall  they  maintain  themselves  in 
existence  upon  the  statute  book,  when  they  have  no  true 
foundation  in  the  acknowledged  principles  of  American 
legislation  ?  What  means  this  conflict  of  laws  and  princi- 
ples? How  shall  the  disciples  of  these  principles  be  meet 
to  obey  those  laws  ? 
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mUDAX  LAW  BECOGlilZES  THE  BIGHT  ONLY  Or  A 
PmST  OR  A  SEVENTH  DAY  CONSCIENCE. 

Some  of  the  States,  with  striking  grace,  make  exception 
from  the  penalty  of  their  Sunday  statutes,  m  favor  of  those 
who  conscientiously  believe  and  keep  the  seventh  day  of  the 
week  as  a  Sabbath,  and  refrain  from  labor  on  that  day«^ 
Which  is  to  say,  that  the  noble  estate  of  a  Republican  gov- 
ernment is  dwindled  and  dwarfed  down  to  the  mean- 
ness <^  conceding  to  conscience  the  liberty  of  beliey- 
mg  in  one  of  two  scriptures,  namely,  the  scriptures  of 
Moses,  or  the  scriptnres  written  in  a  majority's  statute  bookr^ 
But  this  concession  is  not  a  common  graee#   In  many  of  the 
States,  you  have  no-  electiMi ;  you  are  to  conform  to  ther 
scripture  of  a  republican  legislature,  or  take  the  penalty. 
But  where,  mid^  any  <^  these  laws,  is  the  liberty  of  con- 
science of  a  man  who  esteems  not  one  day  above  another, 
1^  esteenas  erevy  day  alike  f  and  is  fully  persuaded  in  his 
own  mind  that  all  days  are  holy ;  that  all  days  are  the  Lord's 
days,  saered  to  the  freedcMn  of  work,  or  rest,  or  w<Mrship 
and  who  is  persuaded,  moreover,  that  a  government  reli- 
gion of  one  sacred  day  in  seven  is  both  a  folly  and  a  tyranny  ? 
Where,  under  these  laws,  is  Ae  inalienable  liberty  of  a  man, 
who  believes  neither  in  the  first  day  of  the  week,  nor  in  the 
seventh  day,  neither  in  tiie  ChristiaB  scriptures,  nor  in  the 
Jewish  scriptures? — and  yet  herein  is  a  man,  sacred  from 
&e  touch  of  the  law-makmg  majority,  who  outnumber  the 
minority,  hy  counting  among  themselves  persons  just  as  un- 
believing as  he,  and  more  uoscrupuloiis,  and  tyiannicalv  and 
hypocritical^ 
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GOVERNMENT  LOVES  CONEORMITY.  NOT  RELIGION. 

There  is  not  a  soul  of  man  or  woman,  of  all  those  wha 
are  deeply  and  conscientiously  opposed  to  the  folly  and 
t3rranny  of  this  majority  religion  of  Sunday  observance, 
which  does  not  inwardly  know,  that  the  light  and  work  of 
every  day,  and  the  darkness  and  rest  of  every  night,  are 
more  commemorative  to  it  of  the  being  of  Jesus,  than  th« 
government  Sunday  is  to  the  majorities  which  enact  that 
ceremonial  into  a  state  of  religion,  and  set  down  its  non-olK 
servance  in  the  aaa»  category  with  adUtery  and  incest. 
They  who  know  Jesus  truly,  recognize  his  existence  con- 
■tantlyy  in  their  own  being,  without  account  of  weeks,  ov 
histories  doubtful  and  disputed.    They  who  reverence  Jesus 
truly,  reverence  the  sacred  freedom  of  all  acts  of  worship. 
Worship  cannot  be  commanded.    They  who  have  knownr 
m  experience,  what  worship  is,  know  that  govemmeot  if 
mcapable  of  desiring  genuine  worship.    A  government 
religion  has  always  persecuted  the  high  religious  souL  Tha* 
is  the  history  of  all  martyrs.-  In  every  enforcement  of  reli^ 
gious  observance,  by  penalties,  government  has  been  wiong.r 
The  future  always  pronounces  that  sentence  against  it.  It 
always  was  wrong,  in  its  contests  with  the  citizen  about  re- 
hgion,  and  always  wiU  be.  It  does  not  desive  religien,^  but 
conformity.-   Of  matter  of  religion,  the  private  conscience 
is  more  concerned  to  judge  than  the  law,  is  a  better  judge 
than  the  tow,  is  the  only  right  judge.    Let  the  power  of 
direction  be,  where  alone  the  responsibility  must  be,  with  the 
private  conscience.    Let  the  law  learn  its  place,  and  having 
learned  it,  keep  it.   No  human  government  has  yet  been 
holy  enooi^  to  dnre  to  help  leli^on.. 
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^j,^  OBSEEVA^CB  SHOXJ^  BB  WHOLLY  VOL- 

„f  <?nndav.  in  the  apostolic  ages,  and 
The  observance  of  Sraiday,  7,^:  world,  ■«<»  vdnn*^- 
while  Chriirtiamty  was  convertog     J"'*' J^^^  ^^e  same 
«don.  — bed, 

'"'TriT  ?he  X  oro:^  «  system  is  volun- 
must  do  this,    me  gem  ^eetioff-bouses  and  minis- 

^,  yet  there  ts  -^-^^  °  "^^^^  in  this  ,h«.  is  the 
ters.   Oar  «»ntry  »  more  ampiy^  ^^^^ 

•  '^trth:'';r:l^tmrrafaree5^  peoplein 
^S^Sa^  stand  on  U.  ^^^^^^^^^J, 

aw,  ima  supj.  ^^^^^  rightful 

its  ordinances.    If  we  '     ^        ^j^^  utmost, 

•  SUNDAY  LAW  MAKES  THE  O™  IT  PTimSHES. 

The  abiding  majesty  of  the  law  Ues  '^^^^J^ 
the  part  of  the  offendei,  of  it8  lusuce.   The  basis 
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human  legislation  must  be  the  eternal  laws  of  morality,  not 
tenets,  not  dogmas,  not  the  drift-sand  of  a  theological  dis- 
pute. What  law  says  is  so,  must  he  so.  The  law  calls 
Sunday  ^  the  Lord's  day."  Is  it  the  Lord's  day  ?  If  con- 
science admit  not  the  basis  of  the  legal  tenet,  what  the  law 
punishes  as  a  crime  on  that  day,  is  martyrdom.  The  law 
which  forbids  the  act  of  work,  or  travel,  or  diversion,  on  a 
Sunday,  and  affixi^  the  penalty,  makes  the  crime.  It  is  no 
crime,  unless  it  be  so  in  the  forum  of  the  individual  con- 
science. Disbelief  in  a  creed  is  no  crime,  and  may  be  a 
virtue. 


SUNDAY  LAW  GALLS  f OE  KXKMPLAEY  DISOBEDI- 

ENCE. 

The  State,  by  the  penalty  of  its  Sunday  law,  ehaUenges 

a  firm  man,  who  believes  the  law  would  enforce  an  error, 
to  disobey  it,  that  so  he  may  vindicate  the  abused  truth.  If 
there  were  no  law  on  the  subject,  he  would  respect  hit 
neighbor's  opinion,  and  reverence  the  fact  of  his  worship, 
though  he  believed  not  in  its  mode.  But  compelled,  by  law, 
to  endorse  his  neighbor's  mode  of  religious  observance,  for 
an  absolute  truth  of  reli^on,  by  an  exemplary  act  of  hk 
own,  he  must  be  more  saint-like  in  his  nature  than  most  pro- 
testmg  human  beings  are  found  to  be,  if  he  find  it  not  his 
duty  to  give  a  testimonial  observance  of  what  he  thinks 
right,  by  doing  what  the  law  calls  wrong,  to  its  &ce.  Trans- 
gression of  religious  authority  is  the  most  natural  form  of 
piotestant  demonstration.  Hear  great  Luther  to  this  point 
of  Sunday  observance  : — "Keep  it  holy,  for  its  use  sake, 
both  to  body  fukl  souL  But  if  any  where  the  day  is  nuuie 
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holy  for  the  mere  day's  sake— if  any  where  any  one  sets 
up  its  observance  on  a  Jewish  foundation,  then  I  order  you 
to^work  on  it,  to  ride  on  it,  to  do  any  thing  that  shall  reprove 
its  encroachment  on  the  Christian  spirit  and  liberty." 


INJUSTICE  AND  OPPEESSION  OP  SUNDAY  LAW  IL- 
LUSTRATED. 

The  right  of  our  governments  of  the  majority  to  pass 
laws,  making  Sunday  a  day  sacred  from  all  secular  occu- 
pation, and  punishing  its  non-observance  in  that  mode  as  a 
crime,  may  be  tested  by  possible  practical  examples. 

Those  who  profess  to  believe  in  Sunday,  as  a  holy  day, 
in  distinction  from  other  days  of  the  week,  and  think  it 
worthy  to  be  accounted  crime  to  follow  any  inclination  for 
what  is  named  secular  work  or  pleasure,  on  that  day,  are 
now  in  a  majority.  Now,  they  make  laws  to  punish  an  act, 
not  according  to  their  creed,  as  criminal.  They  may  not 
always  be  the  majority.  It  will  enlighten  us  to  see  the  right, 
if  we  suppose  the  case  reversed. 

Thus,  suppose,  in  the  first  place,  that  those  who  believe 
in  the  seventh  day,  and  not  hi  the  first,  are  in  the  majority ; 
may  the  majority  then,  in  our  governments,  rightly  pass  laws 
prohibiting  labor  and  travel  on  the  seventh  day,  and  punish- 
ing those  who  break  them  as  criminids  ? 

Or,  secondly,  suppose  those  to  become  the  majority,  who 
beiieye  that  all  days  are  equally  holy ;  and  that  it  is  a  perni- 
cious and  dangerous  error,  detrimental  to  religion  and  the 
public  morals,  to  abstain  from  labor  on  the  first  day  of  the 
week,  upon  the  doctrine  of  its  special  holiness  among  the 
days ;  and  that  such  abstinence  ought  to  be  punished  as  a 
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crime ;  may  the  majority,  then,  in  our  governments,  rightly 
pass  laws  punishing  such  non-conformity  to  their  creeds  ? 

Or,  thirdly,  suppose,  (what  is  quite  likely  to  be  the  fact 
here,  what  is  withui  hailing  distance,  to  those  who  have  far- 
thest explored  this  great  deep  of  modern  civilization,  to  find 
the  shores  of  the  new  world  it  holds  within  its  bosom,) 
suppose  that  the  majority  becomes  those,  who  feel  that  reli- 
gion not  only  demands  a  Sabbath  of  rest  from  care  and 
labor,  on  one  day  m  seven ;  but  that  it  demands  a  Sabbath 
on  one -half  of  all  the  hours  of  the  daylight  of  every  day  in 
the  week,  sacred  to  rest  from  bodily  labor,  for  worship,  for 
culture  of  the  religious  and  moral  and  intellectual  nature,  for 
joy  and  gladness ;  suppose  that  they  hold  to  these  perpetual 
Sabbaths  of  every  sun  as  a  divme  revelation,  a  holy  scrip- 
ture, written  by  the  finger  of  God  upon  the  tablet  of  the 
heart  of  humanity,  and  uttered  by  Jesus  in  the  emblems  of 
the  lower  creation,  m  the  "  fowls  of  the  air,''  and  the  "  lilies 
of  the  field  " ;  suppose  that  this  religion  is  installed  m  gov- 
ernment, with  the  power  of  the  majori^ ;  may  the  majority 
then,  by  enactment  of  law,  appoint  Sabbat  on  certain 
hours  of  all  days  of  the  week,  call  all  days  the  Lord^s  days, 
and  punish,  as  a  crime,  the  violation  of  these  divine  Sab- 
baths,  by  servile  labor,  or  foolish  diversions  ?  And  if  they 
may  not,  because  that  would  be  religious  oppression ;  then 
the  present  majority  may  never  pass,  nor  longer  continue 
the  present  Sunday  laws,  because  they  are  religious  oppres- 
sion. 

SUNDAY  LAW  MEBELY  THE  CREED  OF  A  MAJOBITY, 

WITHOUT  SANCTION  OR  EEYERENCE. 

A  majority  reUgion  is  the  least  respectable  of  all  eslab- 

lishments  of  religion.    You  might  bear  with  a  Popish  es- 
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tablidiment,  for  that  church  claims  to  be.in&Uible,  and 
educates  you  in  that  belief.  You  might  bear  with  the 
oppressions  of  regal  power,  on  the  conscience,  for  that 
claims  authority  from  God,  to  dispose  of  both  divine  and 
human  matters,  and  teaches  you  submission.  But  what  can 
you  say  to  the  articles  of  faith  of  an  elective  majority  of 
your  fellows,  enacted  upon  you,  in  the  name  of  religion  \ 
tinder  the  ^Hrrns  of  governments  which  disclaim,  in  their 
constitutions,  all  right  of  government  to  control  the  private 
conscience,  and  which  have  schocded  your  nature,  £rom  yoitf 
birth,  in  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  ? 
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